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COMMENTS FROM PAST ATTENDEES

“Frank and pragmatic presentations and 
discussions.” 

“Useful practical information we can use.” 

“The topics covered are right on target for 
the live issues we face.” 



CRIMINAL LAW SYMPOSIUM 
FROM THE CHAIR

The 2020 Criminal Law Symposium will be the 11th in the series.  
The aim and purpose of this biennial conference remains the same; 
to address not only key developments in the area of criminal 
practice but also confront its contemporary challenges. 

As in past years, we are assisted by an outstanding line up of 
presenters who will cover a startling range of contemporary 
topics. While the programme speaks for itself, the planning group 
considered that in these strange times, access to justice has never 
assumed greater importance. In the context of that theme, topics 
such as Criminal Law and Tikanga Māori, Electronic Courts, The 
Future of Criminal Law and the Criminal Cases Review Commission, 
will be discussed. Additionally, this year marks the 30th anniversary 
of NZBORA which received its Royal assent on 28 August 1990.  
How well it has served our needs to date and how well equipped it is 
to meet future challenges will be debated. And then add to these, the 
highly popular perennials; the evidence and sentencing updates.  

If you have previously attended this Symposium, I do hope you will 
sign up again. If you have not and you practise in criminal law 
or have an interest in the field, I would strongly encourage you to 
enrol. This is a unique criminal law conference quite unlike any 
other. It is not only an opportunity to hear from recognised leaders 
in the field, but it also provides a forum within which to mix with 
likeminded others and share that special camaraderie which the 
criminal law offers. 

The Honourable Justice Simon Moore

6.5 
CPD hours

CHAIR
The Hon Justice 

Simon Moore

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

In this intensive you will:
•  Gain up to date analysis and interpretation of recent  

developments in criminal law.
•  Increase your knowledge of current best practice in  

criminal advocacy.

WHO  
SHOULD  
ATTEND

•  All lawyers interested in current criminal law and  
developments.

•  All those practising in the criminal courts.



8.30-9.00  REGISTRATION – Tea and coffee available

9.00-9.15  OPENING: Chair – The Hon Justice Simon Moore

9.15-10.45 EVIDENCE ACT UPDATE

  The Evidence Act 2006 is fundamental to criminal trials.  
In this session, the Honourable Justices Christine French 
(Court of Appeal) and Mathew Downs (High Court) address 
recent case law under the Act, including expert evidence, 
memory, and sexual history.

 Presenters  The Hon Justice Downs
    The Hon Justice French

10.45-11.15 MORNING TEA

11.15-12.15 30 YEARS OF NZBORA

  The initial impact of the NZBORA on criminal procedure 
rights is relatively well-known, but human rights law is 
a living instrument. Consequently, this session revisits 
those areas and considers fresh ones. It also explores the 
relatively under-explored area of the potential impact of 
rights standards on the substantive criminal law, including 
recent case law in the context of ss 13 (freedom of thought) 
and 14 (freedom of expression), and current challenges to 
those values.

 Presenters  Professor Kris Gledhill 
   Annabel Markham

12.15-12.45 CRIMINAL CASES REVIEW COMMISSION

  The Commission has an interesting background. The history 
of the development of the Commission will be traced. 
The legislative scheme under which it operates will be 
explained. A comparison will be made with the jurisdiction 
and practice of overseas Commissions. The work involved 
in setting up the Commission will be outlined, as will the 
approach adopted by the Commission to its jurisdiction. 
There will also be a summary of experience so far. 

 Presenter  Colin Carruthers QC

12.45-1.40 LUNCH

PROGRAMME



1.40-2.20 GOING BEYOND APPEARANCES: WHAKAARO MĀORI IN 
THE CRIMINAL LAW

 Recent developments in the criminal law are confirming 
what many have long argued for, that cultural competency 
is a core competency required by all who play a role in 
the criminal jurisdiction. In this session we explore a Māori 
perspective on the issues – in an effort to go beyond 
appearances.

 Presenter  Chris Merrick

 2.20-3.15 THE FUTURE OF CRIMINAL LAW

 The criminal law is steeped in tradition, but new and 
younger lawyers are looking to the future and aiming 
to improve professional practice. This panel session will 
discuss a broad range of questions including: what are the 
key issues and how can they be addressed? What barriers 
prevent younger lawyers successfully establishing a criminal 
law practice? What valuable aspects of criminal law practice 
can be retained and improved? What needs to be changed? 
What do younger lawyers want from their working life and 
ongoing careers? How can senior practitioners facilitate 
this?

 Presenters  Len Andersen QC - chair 
   Kerryn Beaton 
   Julia Spelman 
   Litia Tuiburelevu

3.15-3.45  AFTERNOON TEA

 3.45-4.15 THE FUTURE OF ELECTRONIC COURTS

 This session will discuss recent developments and 
future possibilities for the use of audio-visual and other 
technology in courts. 

 Presenter  The Hon Justice Miller

 4.15-5.15 SENTENCING UPDATE

 This session will cover a range of recent case law and 
updates on topics including:

• A stock take of where New Zealand is at with sentencing 
theory



• Starting points, aggravating factors, and an examination 
of bands

• Mitigating factors and guilty plea discounts.

 Presenters  Elizabeth Hall 
   Professor Geoff Hall

5.15-5.30  CLOSING REMARKS: Chair – The Hon Justice Simon Moore

6.30 DRINKS AND DINNER

SYMPOSIUM 
DINNER

Dinner will take place at Te Marae Rongomaraeroa at Te Papa.  
$155 per person; includes three course meal and drinks. 
Guest Speaker: Justice Wiliam Young KNZM QC
Guests are welcome, please indicate on registration form.

CHAIR

The Honourable Justice Simon Moore, High Court, Auckland
Justice Moore graduated BA (Hons) and LLB in 1980. He was admitted to 
the Bar in 1982, and practised as a solicitor in the firm of Meredith Connell, 
Auckland before becoming a partner in 1985. Justice Moore was appointed 
Crown Solicitor for Auckland in 1994 and took silk in 2008. He was appointed 
to the High Court in 2014 and sits in Auckland.

PRESENTERS

Len Andersen QC, Barristers Chambers, Dunedin
Len is a barrister with a wide and varied practice including trial and 
appellate work. He is a part time Law Lecturer at the University of Otago 
and is currently teaching advocacy. Len is the president of the Criminal 
Bar Association and has a keen interest in the future of the criminal bar. 

Kerryn Beaton, Walker Street Chambers, Christchurch
Kerryn is a criminal barrister, and is currently appointed as counsel 
assisting the Royal Commission into Abuse in Care. She has worked as a 
Crown prosecutor, Public Defender, United Nations legal officer, and now 
as a barrister sole. She co-founded Walker Street Chambers in 2018 which 
employs five junior criminal barristers.



The Honourable Justice Christine French, Court of Appeal, 
Wellington
Justice French was appointed a judge of the High Court in 2008. In 2012, 
she was appointed to the Court of Appeal.

Colin Carruthers QC, Criminal Cases Review Commission, 
Wellington
Colin’s background is as a litigation partner in a major law firm.  
He commenced practice at the independent Bar in 1987 and was 
appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1990. Colin has had extensive experience 
in commercial litigation, particularly in cases concerning directors’ 
responsibilities. He has also had significant experience in criminal work, 
including Serious Fraud Office prosecutions, tax prosecutions, securities 
prosecutions and other regulatory prosecutions. 

The Honourable Justice Mathew Downs, High Court, Auckland
Justice Downs was appointed a High Court Judge in August 2016 and is 
based in Auckland. He is the editor of Cross on Evidence and a co-author 
of its new edition.

Professor Kris Gledhill, Auckland University of Technology, 
Auckland
Kris practised at the bar in London, from 1989 to 2006, mainly 
representing detained people in public law matters and criminal appeals. 
He came to New Zealand in 2006 and entered academia. Kris is a 
professor at AUT Law School, where his teaching includes criminal law, 
commercial criminal law and various aspects of human rights law.

PRESENTERS



PRESENTERS

Emeritus Professor Geoff Hall, Univeristy of Otago, Dunedin
Geoff is still teaching part-time at the University of Otago. He is the author 
of Hall’s Sentencing and a co-author of Becroft and Hall’s Transport Law.

Annabel Markham, Crown Law, Wellington
Annabel was admitted in 1995. She is a Senior Crown Counsel at the 
Crown Law Office, where she has conducted appeals on behalf of the 
Crown since 2002. Prior to joining Crown Law, Annabel worked at 
Meredith, Connell and Co and at Theodore Goddard (London).   

Chris Merrick, Mānuka Chambers, Auckland
Chris (Ngāti Wai, Te Whakapiko, Ma’ufanga, Niua Fo’ou) is a barrister at 
Mānuka Chambers. His work in the criminal jurisdiction includes a focus on 
representing children and young people charged with serious offending. 
Chris has a particular interest in the intersection of Māori and Pacific 
cultural values in the area of the criminal law.

Elizabeth Hall, Pipitea Chambers, Wellington
Admitted in 1998, Elizabeth specialises in trials involving serious crime and 
criminal appeal work. She has appeared in the Privy Council, the Supreme 
Court and regularly in the Court of Appeal including as intervener on 
a number of occasions and in 2020 co-founded the Defence Lawyers 
Association.

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY Please note: Minimum and maximum numbers apply. Registrations will be accepted on a first-
come/first-served basis. Registrations close 10 working days before the presentation date (the closing date). NZLS CLE Ltd reserves the right to 
cancel any session that does not reach the budgeted minimum number of registrations. This decision will be made on the closing date and a full 
refund will be made to each registrant of the cancelled session. If you cancel your registration before the closing date, a refund will be made, less 
a $100 administration fee. After the closing date, there will be no refund. You may transfer your registration to another person until five working 
days before the presentation. Please advise NZLS CLE Ltd  in writing of the change.



GUEST DINNER SPEAKER

The Honourable Justice William Young, Supreme Court, 
Wellington
Justice Young graduated LLB (Hons) from the University of Canterbury 
and later gained a doctorate from Cambridge University. He joined the 
Christchurch firm of R A Young Hunter and Co in 1978, leaving in 1988 to 
practise as a barrister. Justice Young was appointed a Queen’s Counsel 
in 1991, to the High Court in 1997 and to the Court of Appeal in January 
2004. He became President of the Court of Appeal in February 2006 and 
was then appointed a Judge of the Supreme Court with effect from 1 July 
2010. In June 2007, Justice Young was awarded the DCNZM (Distinguished 
Companion of the New Zealand Order of Merit) for services as President 
of the Court of Appeal, and he was redesignated a knight companion of 
that order in 2009. He is an honorary Bencher of the Middle Temple and 
an honorary Fellow of Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge. 

PRESENTERS

Julia Spelman, Pipitea Chambers, Wellington
Julia (Ngāti Hikairo) is a barrister specialising in criminal defence work. 
She was a founding member and former chair of JustSpeak, a  
youth-based movement advocating for transformative change in the 
criminal justice system. Julia is currently one of the Counsel Assisting the 
Royal Commission into Abuse in State and Faith-Based Care.

Litia Tuiburelevu, University of Auckland, Auckland
Litia is a Professional Teaching Fellow teaching the elective paper 
“Pasifika Peoples and the Law: Critical Perspectives” as well as overseeing 
the Pacific Academic programme for all Pasifika law students from  
Part I to Part IV. She is also on the executive for the Pacific Lawyers’ 
Association. Previously, Litia worked at Meredith Connell in the Crown 
Specialist and Criminal Proceeds teams.

The Honorable Justice Forrie Miller, Court of Appeal, Wellington
Justice Miller graduated BA/LLB (Hons) from the University of Otago and 
LLM from the University of Toronto. He practised at Bodkins, Alexandra, 
and Chapman Tripp before his appointment to the High Court in 2004, 
and was appointed to the Court of Appeal in 2013.



REGISTER, PAY &  
VIEW PROGRAMME ONLINE 

www.lawyerseducation.co.nz

CRIMINAL LAW SYMPOSIUM
REGISTRATION

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City: Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

PRIVACY ACT 1993 
The information requested on this registration 
form is for NZLS CLE Ltd and the sponsors only.   

   
I do not wish the sponsors to  
receive my contact details.

 PAYMENT

  PAY BY ENCLOSED CHEQUE: Payable to ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name ‘NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-004-9995-00  

(Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

     /
Security code: 

Name on Card: Visa 

Signature:
Mastercard

Amex 

FEE (Incl GST) – Includes book, morning and afternoon teas, and lunch.  
Note: Dinner additional charge of $155. See below.

Early Bird BY 16 Oct or AFTER 16 Oct

NZLS/Associate member   $695   $745

 Non-member   $755   $805

Live Web Stream   $675 $725

DINNER GUESTS   $155 / guest

Name of Guest 1: 

Name of Guest 2: 

SYMPOSIUM 

FEE

 BOOK – BOTH HARD 

COPY AND PDF   
DINNER  

(AND DINNER GUESTS)
TOTAL DUE

 $ + $ + ($155 X  ) $   =   $ 

BOOK*  – Pricing for symposium registrants only.

Books will be available in Hard Copy AND/OR PDF. Please indicate your choice.

Hard Copy    OR $ no extra charge

PDF    OR $ no extra charge

Both Hard Copy and PDF + $30

*BOOK
Hard Copy
Your book will be given to you at the 
venue.

PDF
You will be emailed a PDF copy of 
the book 3 working days before the 
event.

Both Hard Copy & PDF
You will be emailed a PDF copy of 
the book 3 working days before the 
event, and you can collect the hard 
copy book at the venue.

REGISTER ME FOR

 TE PAPA 
      WELLINGTON

 30 OCTOBER

 LIVE WEB STREAM 
      YOUR COMPUTER 

 30 OCTOBER

 Please note: Live Web     
 Stream registrations close  
 3pm Thursday 29 October

REGISTER
ONLINE AT: www.lawyersedu-
cation.co.nz 
POST TO: NZLS CLE Ltd, PO 
Box 5041, Wellington 6140, DX 
SP20202

FAX TO:  04 463 2986

INQUIRIES 0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.
co.nz

+


